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people who have speculated on the fact that to save the
health of the community this insanitary area must be

purchased by the municipality and rebuilt. The maps,
plans, designs, and statistics shown at the exhibition
demonstrate the necessity of such a scheme, but at the same
time they excite the greed of unscrupulous speculators and
it is high time that the law should render speculations of this
description abortive or impossible.
Behind the main building there are wooden structures for

mechanical appliances. These relate not only to such local
industries as the crushing of olives for oil and grapes for
wine but to schemes for reducing the smoke nuisance and
various methods of ventilation, of making ice, &c. Here
somewhat out of the way, and likely to be missed by many
visitors, is the exhibit of what is entitled the Section of

Hygiene applied for the benefit of French colonists. It has
been prepared by Dr. Mazeran and Dr. Esmonet. First there
is a series of maps of the world so coloured as to show the geo-
graphical distribution of various diseases, notably paludism,
tropical fevers, dysentery, cholera, plague, and so forth.
This might serve a good purpose to the intending colonist.
He could see at a glance in which parts of the world
prevail the forms of disease from which he is most
likely to suffer. Bat of greater use because the informa-
tion conveyed is less well known is a series of maps
of France. These are intended for the benefit of colonists
when they return from abroad. From them they will find
what are the health and climatic stations in France where
they will best be able to recover loss of health arising from
residence in unwholesome climates. Finally, should the
colonist return to his nativa country, not only weak in
health but poor in purse, there is a series of announce-
ments concerning the sanatoriums suited to his particular
disease and the charitable and other institutions that can
help him in his financial difficulties. Further, it is hoped
that ultimately a system of insurance will be instituted for
colonists. Undoubtedly there is here the making of a useful
institution, a haven for the returning colonists where they
will find systematically collected together all the information
which they need. Naturally the administration of the Vichy
waters have placed their exhibits amidst those of this institu-
tion, so as to show that the Vichy waters are well suited as
a remedy for many of the maladies due to long residence
in tropical climates.
Thus it will be seen that at this colonial exhibition there

are some things of special import to the medical practitioner,
apart from the general interest that, in common with all

others, he is likely to feel in regard to travel, exploration,
and colonisation. Then as a matter of art the exhibition
has been admirably planned. M. Miiller, the architect of the
t)wn of Marseilles and of the exhibition, has displayed much
taste and sense of what is appropriate. He has artistically
drawn together that which matched best. Cambodia, Cochin
China, and Tongking merge one with the other, while on
the opposite side African, Mahomedan, and Moorish struc-
tures are clustered near each other. For the Congo
there is an extensive dwelling-house so built that the
inhabitable parts are high and dry, some 12 feet or more
from the soil with its venomous reptiles and its decomposing
organic matter. There are also a large number of natives
from different parts of the world and various sorts of cattle,
sheep, goats, &., which constitute the wealth of some of
the colonies. The symbolism of the ancient religions of the
East is occasionally reproduced together with admirable
models of the ruins of Carthage and other vestiges of the
ancient civilisations of the northern coasts of Africa. Then
there are some beautiful plants, palms, and other trees,
together with the usual by-shows, such as Moorish cafes,
kinematographs, water chutes, and other amusements. All
this illuminated by the glorious sun :of the south and ren-
dered more pleasant by the warm climate constitutes an
exhibition which has not failed to attract and to delight a
very large number of visitors.
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Hospital Sunday and the Hospital Saturday Fund.
Hospital Sunday has come and gone and the results of

the collections made cannot, unfortunately, be considered
satisfactory, for the returns as at present received show a
reduced contribution from a slightly increased number or

places of worship, &pound;3039 being the amount collected this
year from 66 sources, as against &pound;3692 from 64 sources

last year. There can be little doubt that the diminution in the
amount is due largely to the very bad weather, for heavy rain
and storms of wind prevailed during the whole day. But

although the weather may be responsible for the falling-off
from the standard attained last year it is not responsible
for the fact that the amount collected has not increased
to any considerable extent for several years, although
in the meantime the size and the wealth of the

city have increased considerably. It has been suggested
that a committee of each congregation might be formed to
organise the collection, and if this suggestion were accepted
and generally acted upon there is little doubt that much
more money could be obtained, for subscriptions would be
gathered from those who were unable to be present at the
services. Moreover, it might be urged that if the clergy
and ministers were themselves a little more energetic in the
matter and if they would all preach sermons dealing
directly with the subject, having informed themselves
beforehand as to the actual necessity for increased dona-
tions, the amount subscribed might be increased. On the
other hand, it must not be forgotten that the Hospital
Sunday collection is not the only one to which the
general public subscribe. There is also the Hospital
Saturday Fund and in addition constant appeals are

being made for funds for the support of an increasing
number of general and special hospitals. But whilst
it must be admitted that the Hospital Sunday collec-
tion has not realised either expectations or wishes it is
pleasant to be able to record an advance in the Hospital
Saturday collections, for it appears from the returns now
available that the amount collected for the Hospital Saturday
Fund reached the total of .619,280, that is, 6535 more
than in the preceding year, and as this increase is due to
some extent to subscriptions from new sources we may hope
that Alderman Sir William Cook, the chairman of the
executive committee, will attain his desire this year by a
further increase which will bring the collection to the
.620,000 upon which he has set his heart.

Hospital Saturday at Oldbury.
At the final meeting of the Oldbury Hospital Saturday

Committee it was shown that f.655 had been collected, of
which f.596 were subscribed by the workpeople. This on the
whole is satisfactory, though the total is f.5 less than last
year. Out of the sum at disposal 6454 were given to the
West Bromwich District Hospital and f.201 were reserved.

The goicsing Problem.
The question of the proper housing of our population, and

especially of that part of it which must live in or near towns,
is one of the greatest importance in association with the
national health, and it is quite clear that until towns have
some power in controlling builders, land-owners, and specu.
lators-that is, until they have the power to plan the lines
along which they shall grow-the best possible results will
not be attained and lives will continue to be sacrificed for
money. Councillor J. S. Nettlefold, the chairman of the
housing committee, has frequently urged that the necessary
powers should be acquired, and it was fitting, therefore,
that the first of a series of conferences initiated by
the National Housing Reform Council to consider the
subject of town planning should be held in Birmingham
and that Councillor Nettlefold should be the chair-
man. Councillor Nettlefold, in opening the meeting,
pointed out the failure of model by-laws and the urgent
necessity for taking from jerry-builders the power of doing
enormous damage to the population. The motion put to
the meeting, which was representative of all the surrounding
districts, was proposed by Mr. T. C. Horsfall of Manchester,
the initiator and fervent advocate of the movement, and was
to the effect that "this conference is of the opinion that
local authorities should carefully consider whether the

present unsatisfactory manner in which new districts are

being developed cannot be prevented by intelligent and
comprehensive town planning with a view to forming at an
early date a series of practical and definite suggestions to
be placed before the Local Government Board." Alderman
Thompson of Richmond seconded the motion and Mr.

George Cadbury and the Bishop of Birmingham having
spoken in its support it was carried unanimously. The
ultimate object is to secure to large cities the power to
control the development of the outskirts and it is most
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heartily to be hoped that they will obtain the powers soon,
for they are essential if healthy growth is to be attained.

The Medical Officer’s Quarterly Health Report.
It is interesting to note how even in health matters our

estimates change with change of perspective. During
August and September many of us were much concerned at
the increase in the death-rate, which was due almost entirely
to summer diarrhoea, and we were inclined to think that after
all our boasted advances had little or no practical reality.
Now we find that although the death roll due to the exces-
sive heat was very large, probably about 773, yet it was less
than in many previous third quarters, for on ten occasions in
the last 16 years it was higher in the third quarter than it
was this year. We may, therefore, congratulate ourselves
that the efforts which have been made have not been entirely
fruitless and that the improved conditions have diminished
the toll of the hot weather, but we cannot doubt that the
toll would be diminished to a still greater extent if we could
devise some way of teaching the mothers how to take care
of their children during the critical time and if we could
impress upon them the importance of little details of
cleanliness.

Insanitary Areas and Magistrates’ Po-ners.
It appears that under the Housing of the Working Classes

Act any two magistrates can inspect an area and if they
think it insanitary and unfit for human habitation they may
call upon the medical officer to inspect the whole neighbour-
hood and report to the local authority. Taking advantage of
their powers, some of our magistrates have inspected one of
the worst areas in the city and have signed a requisition to
the medical officer. This setting of the law in motion by
the magistrates is quite a new departure, all previous re-
quisitions having been made by 12 ratepayers, and it indi-
cates the desire of the magistrates to do more than merely to
hear and to adjudicate upon the cases brought before them.
Naturally the magistrates who sign a requisition will not act
as judges with regard to any proceedings which may be
taken in connexion with the property upon which they have
reported.

The Dudley Dispensary and the Dudley Eye Infirmary.
The annual reports of both the above institutions are very

satisfactory. The dispensary after having done increased
work has completed the year with &pound;30 in hand and its
committee can congratulate itself on an increased income.
Apparently, however, it views the future with some

concern, for the hope was expressed that the dispensary
would not suffer by transference of subscriptions to the new
Eye Infirmary, which has just successfully completed its
first year’s work, during which it has treated 955 patients.
The fear expressed by the dispensary committee that the
appeals of the two institutions might clash is not altogether
imaginary, for it is quite certain that the continued multi-
plication of hospitals, necessary as it is, must make the
obtaining of funds increasingly difficult.

Bequests to Local Charities.
By the will of the late Mr. Henry Heaven of King’s

Norton the General Hospital, the Queen’s Hospital, the
Royal Orthopasdic Hospital, the Eye Hospital, the Institu-
tion for the Blind, and the Convalescent Hospital for
Children at Moseley will each eventually receive .E100, and
the will of Mr. Henry Fletcher of Sparbrook gives &pound;25 each
to the General Hospital, the Queen’s Hospital, the Blind
Asylum, and the Deaf and Dumb Institution. Under the
will of the late Mr. A. Briscoe of Wightwick, Tettenhall,
Staffordshire, the Wolverhampton and Staffordshire General
Hospital, the Wolverhampton Eye Institution, and the
Wolverhampton and District Hospital for Women will each
receive 2000.
Oct.30th. 

_______________
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Port Sanitary and Hospitals Committee : coping with
Infectious Disease.

AT the final meeting for the municipal year of the port
sanitary and hospitals committee Mr. John Utting, the
chairman, said that the number of instances of importation
of the more serious infectious diseases had been rather a high
one. Of typhoid fever there had been no fewer than 35

cases imported, the majority of these occurring on western
ocean boats. There had also been cases of typhus fever
amongst Russian emigrants. Small-pox, which was epidemic
during the year in Valparaiso and Buenos Ayres, had
resulted in eight cases being landed in Liverpool. It
was a matter for congratulation that the efforts of
the corporation officers had been so far successful that
in no case had any extension of these diseases arisen in
the city. The inspection of vessels from plague-infected
localities had been continued. One steamer brought three
cases of plague into the Mersey which were established
by bacteriological examination. Fortunately the precautions
adopted in this case resulted in no further extension of that
disease. It was now 12 years since plague first made its
exit from the district of Yunnan vid Hong-Kong to menace
the world, and since that time it had been studied on
modern methods and the conclusion had been arrived at that
plague in man was closely identified with the same disease
in certain rodents. The rat was a factor necessary to its
spread and the intermediary necessary to communicate the
infection from rat to man was the rat flea. This important
conclusion arrived at by bacteriologists impressed upon the
corporation the necessity to watch rats closely and con-
stantly all the year round on shipboard whether plague were
present or not. The methods employed included the catch-
ing of rats continuously on all ships from infected ports.
These rats were all sent to the university laboratory for
examination. In addition, the ratcatcher, who was an

experienced and capable man, reported anything un-

usual regarding sickness among the rats or any number
of dead rats that he might discover on board ship. With
regard to the administration of the city hospitals, the
work had gone on smoothly and without presenting any
features of difficulty. The principal event associated with
the year’s work had been the opening of the new hospital at
Fazakerley. Following upon the opening of that hospital
the committee had closed the Priory-road hospital and the.
Garston infectious hospital, and had been able to put out of
commission 100 beds in the Parkhill hospital. During the
year they had treated so far 3744 cases of infectious diseases
in the corporation hospitals. The average duration of stay
was from eight to nine weeks. The numbers and description
of the 3744 cases were as follows: scarlet fever, 2533 ;
diphtheria, 533; measles, 343 ; typhoid fever, 275 ; typhus
fever, 33; and small-pox, 27.

Death. from Anthrax.
The city coroner held an inquest on Oct. 27th on the body

of a lad, 19 years of age, a horsehair drawer. The evidence
showed that the lad, whilst at work on Oct. 23rd, complained
of pain and stiffness in the right side of the neck. On the
following day the pain increased, when a small red spot was
discovered in the same situation. As the pain continued to
become severe the deceased left work at noon. As anthrax
was suspected by his father, a fellow workman, the deceased
was removed to the Royal Southern Hospital, where he
became unconscious during the night and died early on the
morning of Oct. 26th. The manager of the firm where
the deceased was employed stated, in reply to the coroner,
that in his opinion the use of gloves to protect the hands
was impracticable. For the purpose of the business the
firm received consignments of horsehair, manes, and tails
from all parts of the world. Upon being asked, could he
suggest anything which would be likely to prevent the

danger ? the witness replied that if the Government insisted
upon the hair being disinfected before it came into the hands
of the manufacturers it might do some good. A suggestion
had been made to the Home Office that a system of purifica-
tion should be instituted and carried out officially on

landing. The medical evidence showed that there was
evidence of extreme poisoning of the nervous system
generally. Serum was injected but to no purpose.
The cause of death was undoubtedly anthrax. The

jury, in finding a verdict in accordance with the medical
evidence, expressed their desire that the authorities might
enter into the question of the practicability of disinfecting
the hair before it reached the manufacturers, or that the
manufacturers might disinfect the hair before the material
was handled by workmen. Mr. Skinner, inspector of
factories, who was present at the inquiry, said that the
recommendation of the jury would be forwarded to the

proper quarter and that the only real remedy against
the occurrence of this disease was prohibition of entry
of infected material. In the process of disinfection
it was likely that the material would be absolutely


